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Agenda

● Welcome, Context, & Rapid-Round Introductions

● Discussion Centered on 4 Topics

1. The Truth Will Set You… 

2. Reading the Room 

3. On the Road Again?/ Back to the Future of Mobility?

4. Anticipating What’s Next in Global Higher Ed Admissions 

● Questions & Answers 
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Applying to 
Academic Year

Applicant Type Score Free Test Optional Test Flexible Test Required

2020-21 
(pre-COVID)

Domestic

International

2021-22 & 
beyond  
(during-COVID)

Domestic

International

COVID shifted the spectrum of test flavors & patterns
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Credit to Akil Bello of FairTest
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Still, there continues to be a range of current 
testing policies… & postures

• Required (e.g., all Florida publics)

• Temporary suspension of requirement due to COVID, but resuming for upcoming year (e.g., 
Georgia & North Carolina publics, + Georgetown & MIT) 

• Test flexible pre-COVID, Test-optional spurred by COVID (e.g., NYU)

• Test-optional for one year, evaluating each cycle & extending at least for those applying to 
2022-23 (e.g., Northeastern, ½ of programs at Cornell, NC State, Vanderbilt, Yale, Harvard, 
Princeton, Rice, Stanford, Boston University, most SUNYs, Colorado, Wash U)

• Test-optional as multi-year evaluation of policy change (e.g., Amherst, Babson, Barnard, Colgate, 
Cooper Union, Elon, Fordham, Haverford, Hamilton, Middlebury, Oberlin, Rhodes, TCU, Tufts, 
Trinity U., USC, UVA, Vassar, W&M)

• Test-optional permanently, spurred by COVID (e.g., Davidson, Drury, Macalester, SLU, Scripps, 
St. Olaf, Wooster, all publics in Oregon & Washington)

• Test-optional permanently, already established pre-COVID (e.g., UChicago, Indiana U, Rochester, 
Trinity College, Wake Forest) 

• Test-free, spurred by COVID (e.g., UC, Cal State, Cal Tech, ½ of programs at Cornell, WPI, CUNY, 
SUNY Cortland)

• Test-free prior to COVID (e.g., Hampshire, Pitzer, Loyola)

Credit to Akil Bello of FairTest & Adam Ingersoll of Compass Education Group
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Section Header

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/ca.research.publish/Research+briefs+2020/20211123_Deadline_Update_FY.pdf

Common App reports very little change 
score-submitting patterns from 2020-21 to now
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https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/ca.research.publish/Research+briefs+2020/20211123_Deadline_Update_FY.pdf

Test optional policies, combined with the Biden-Harris bounce, 
seems to be igniting growth in international applications to the U.S.
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Contact information for follow-up.

Questions?

• Cuca Acosta, UC-Santa Barbara
• refugia.acosta@sa.ucsb.edu  
• @ucsantabarbara

• Shannon Bracken, Ontario Tech
• Shannon.Bracken@ontariotechu.ca  
• @ontariotech_u

• Shawn Felton, Cornell University
• sf78@cornell.edu 
• @CornellUAO, @Cornell 

• Bobbe Fernando, NYU
• bobbe.fernando@nyu.edu  
• @MeetNYU, @nyuniversity

• Clay Hensley
• clayhensley@gmail.com
• @clayhensley, @CambridgeInt, @cialfoplatform, @NACAC, @takeielts

Special thanks to Akil Bello, Senior Director of Advocacy and Advancement, FairTest - 
https://akilbello.com/; https://fairtest.org/university/optional; akeel6@gmail.com; 
https://twitter.com/akilbello 

mailto:refugia.acosta@sa.ucsb.edu
mailto:Shannon.Bracken@ontariotechu.ca
mailto:sf78@cornell.edu
mailto:bobbe.fernando@nyu.edu
mailto:clayhensley@gmail.com
https://akilbello.com/
https://fairtest.org/university/optional
mailto:akeel6@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/akilbello
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Living Your Values: Staying Ethical in College Counseling
8:00 AM ET
Panelists:

Ruby Bhattacharya, Barnard College
Angela Dunnham, Shrewsbury International School

Eloise Hyman, University of Chicago
Amber Longtin, Michigan State University

Nan (Frances) Zhang, WLSA Shanghai Academy

Next Webinar:


