The International Association of College Admissions Counseling graciously provided an
Opportunity Grant to fund round-trip bus service from Hsinchu and Taichung to the fair
at Taipei American School in order to foster inclusion and access to global higher
education.
The CAT Fair provided a valuable opportunity to high school students in Taiwan to meet
with representatives from over 130 institutions from over a dozen countries. During the
fair planning process, concerns were raised about accessibility for students living
outside of Taipei, especially as most university representatives to Taiwan limit their
recruitment to Taipei, which is in the north of Taiwan. Those who do venture outside of
Taipei often go to either central Taiwan or southern Taiwan on alternate trips—rarely
both.
Two buses were hired using the Opportunity Grant, servicing Hsinchu (trip duration of 1
hour one way) and Taichung (trip duration of 2.5 hours one way). Volunteer chaperones
were recruited from area schools. Access to the bus service was not limited to
international schools; EducationUSA helped spread the word to local public high
schools. Every student who wanted a spot on the bus was given a seat. In the end,
thirty students from seven different high schools used the bus service to attend the fair,
which took place over a long holiday weekend. University representatives at the fair
commented on the high quality and quantity of interactions they had with students.
A counselor wrote, "My students had a great time at the college fair and I wanted you to
know how much it meant to them. Their eyes never looked so bright as I saw them
visiting college after college and making contacts as they gained valuable information
helping them to make important decisions about their futures. College became more
real to them than ever before and we have your kind help to thank for making that
possible."
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